
2012 Pledge Cards being Received       
There are many reasons a Christian gives of his/her financial treasure to 
the Church.  The concept of  Christian stewardship in the Scriptures is 
broad and deep. It includes such ideas as human responsibility for the 
care of creation, commitment to the gospel, the role of Christ as a stew-
ard, the caring for the poor, sharing of our financial resources and more.  

We are challenged to enlarge our concept of beyond sup-
porting a church budget to living lives knowing that all we 
have is a gift from God. 
 

In August we gathered for an evening of family, fun, food 
and some finance.  We ate together, played games, laughed 
and even viewed some family slides (which caused us to 
laugh some more).    

 

We also discussed our “family finances,”  and 
how as a congregational family we are stew-
ards of God’s gift of St. Jacob’s.  All are asked 
to take some “family time” and look at your 
financial commitment to St. Jacob’s.  Pledge 
cards were distributed to those present and 
mailed to those unable to be present.  They were received at wor-

ship August 21, 25 and 28.  If you have not had the opportunity to return your pledge 
card, please do so.  You can mail it to the church office or place it in the offering plate. 
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Special points of interest:: 
 

 Stewardship thoughts 
from David Miller and 

Mary Swartz 

 LWR Sewing kits 
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 Quilt Outing 

 FISH Sunday 

 Churchwide Assembly 

News 
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Pastor’s Corner 2, 3 

Community Outreach 13 

Congregational  
Corner 

5, 8, 10, 
11 

ELCA Corner 9 

Devotion Corner 4 

Education Corner 7, 12 

Financial Corner 14 

Missionary Corner 6 

Youth Corner 15 

You are invited to kick off the Sunday School year by celebrating Christianity 
around the globe on Sunday, September 11th  at 9:15 a.m. in Garnes Hall. 
 
Walk around and explore!  You will learn a bit about each country represented, 
get to do a fun activity and sample some yummy native treats.  
We will also be assembling the School Kits for Lutheran World 
Relief during the morning; and you’ll be introduced to the Sun-
day school programs for 2011-2012. 
 
Come and enjoy the fun!  And remember, Rally Day is for eve-
ryone!  You are never too old to enjoy learning about God! 

 Ral ly  Day on Sunday,  September 11 th  
  Global Mission Fair    Sunday School Kick-Off 

Question:  What do Japan, Uganda, Tanzania, Norway, Papua New Guinea and Egypt all 
have in common? 
  
Answer: They are all countries featured in our Global Mission Fair on Rally Day! 
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                                                                                                                                                                                    By:  Pastor Leah Schafer 

“ 

  

I remember being asked at some workshop or 

seminar “What would you do if you could not do 

your current profession?”  I recall that my return 

question was “Can I assume that I’d be good at it 

and could make a decent 

living?”  Being assured that 

that was indeed the case, I 

will share with you some of 

my answers: 

¦ Play flute in a major 

orchestra (I played flute 

from 5th grade through 

grad school and beyond.  

Usually pretty well and 

even made decent 

money doing so while at 

Yale) 

¦ Be a linguist (I love learning the origins of 

words and idiomatic phrases and how they 

cross the lines of language; but learning foreign 

languages is very difficult for me). 

¦ Write curriculum for Sunday School, Confir-

mation classes, Adult Education, etc. 

That third one was ruled “out of order” because I 
do get to do some of that.  In fact, over the summer 
I started writing a new New Testament year for St. 
Jacob’s Confirmation class because I didn’t like the 
last one I used, which we “bought” from Augsburg 
Fortress.  This year’s Confirmation class focus will 
be from Pentecost to the death of Paul.  However, 
both the first and last sessions  the 2011-2012 
Confirmation year will look at parables from a new 
angle from a series called 36 Parables (I didn’t 
write the parable part, but I really like it).  One 
parable which we will study is the Parable of the 
Fig Tree.  

4ÈÅÎ *ÅÓÕÓ ÔÏÌÄ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÔÏÒÙȡ Ȱ! ÍÁÎ ÐÌÁÎÔÅÄ Á ÆÉÇ ÔÒÅÅ 
in his garden and came again and again to see if 
there was any fruit on it, but he was always disap-
ÐÏÉÎÔÅÄȢ &ÉÎÁÌÌÙȟ ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÏ ÈÉÓ ÇÁÒÄÅÎÅÒȟ Ȭ)ȭÖÅ ×ÁÉÔÅÄ 
ÔÈÒÅÅ ÙÅÁÒÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÈÁÓÎȭÔ ÂÅÅÎ Á ÓÉÎÇÌÅ ÆÉÇȦ #ÕÔ ÉÔ 
ÄÏ×ÎȢ )ÔȭÓ ÊÕÓÔ ÔÁËÉÎÇ ÕÐ ÓÐÁÃÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÇÁÒÄÅÎȢȭ  Ȱ4ÈÅ 
ÇÁÒÄÅÎÅÒ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒÅÄȟ Ȭ3ÉÒȟ ÇÉÖÅ ÉÔ ÏÎÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÃÈÁÎÃÅȢ 

,ÅÁÖÅ ÉÔ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÙÅÁÒȟ ÁÎÄ )ȭÌÌ ÇÉÖÅ ÉÔ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÁÔÔÅÎȤ
tion and plenty of fertilizer. If we get figs next year, 
ÆÉÎÅȢ )Æ ÎÏÔȟ ÔÈÅÎ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÃÕÔ ÉÔ ÄÏ×ÎȢȭȱ  Luke 13:6-9 
(TEV) 

&ÉÎÁÌÌÙȟ ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÏ ÈÉÓ ÇÁÒÄÅÎÅÒȟ Ȭ)ȭÖÅ 
×ÁÉÔÅÄ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÙÅÁÒÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÈÁÓÎȭÔ ÂÅÅÎ 
Á ÓÉÎÇÌÅ ÆÉÇȦ #ÕÔ ÉÔ ÄÏ×ÎȢ )ÔȭÓ ÊÕÓÔ ÔÁËÉÎÇ ÕÐ 
ÓÐÁÃÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÇÁÒÄÅÎȢȭ    I was working on 
that verse on Thursday, August 25 when it 
was time to go out to the Pavilion for wor-
ship, knowing Pastor Garnes was preaching 
and not me.  Although he preached on the 
Isaiah lesson, this parable stayed in my 
mind.  At one point in his sermon, Pastor 
Garnes reflected that when a pastor asks 
someone to consider taking on a particular 
job or task, the pastor does so believing 
(knowing???) that the individual has the 
gifts and abilities to do what is being asked.  

That brought me back to the fig tree. 
 
It usually takes a fig tree a few years to develop 
and produce fruit.  In the parable Jesus offers the 
fig tree accountability (the spot in the vineyard will 
go to something that will produce fruit if the fig 
tree doesn't start producing fruit) and grace (it 
gets another year, another chance to produce 
fruit.).  
 
If Pastor Garnes had not been preaching about the 
witness of Abraham and Sarah, he could have 
moved to the parable of the fig tree! 
 
I believe that God has given all of us different 
gifts and different potentials on how to use those 
gifts.    
 
I have specific talents and so do you. I have a cer-
tain amount of time and energy each day and so do 
you. I have people I relate to each day and each 
week and so do you.  There are some gifts I have 
(like being able to play the flute) and some gifts I 
don’t have (like being able to play the flute in a ma-
jor orchestra or learning 25 languages other than 
English).   
 
So, going back to the fig tree, here are a few fig tree 
questions I’d like you to ponder as we begin an-
other “Program year.”  

(Continued on page 3) 
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 Brass Altar Flower Vases 
  Requires Special Handling 

By Sandy Humphrey 
 

The old brass altar flower vases, which to the best of 

the church files, were purchased as a memorial gift in 

1947.  Over the years these vases were used to hold the 

altar flowers each Sunday until the finish became tar-

nished and pitted from handling and use.  These vases 

have now been beautifully restored by Marrell's Instru-

ment store in Lakewood, Ohio.  The vases had several 

dents fixed, cleaned, and then were dipped in a brass 

coating and lacquered.  They look brand new!  To keep 

these vases looking new they must not be touched with 

bare hands.  The oils from our hands will pit and dull 

the finish over time.  If anyone is to handle the vases, it 

is necessary to use a paper towel or wear a pair of white 

gloves which are located in the sacristy cabinet.  If you 

bring fresh garden flowers for the altar, you must use a 

plastic vase liner located under the sink in the sacristy to 

hold the flowers and the water.  Do not directly put 

water in the brass vases.  If these rules are faithfully 

followed, the new finish will last for many years to 

come.  

 

Joyful Noise Adult Choir 

 New Members Welcome 
By Mark Schulz 

 

Join us others who enjoy making music in worship to 

God. The adult choir is a no audition choir who re-

hearses on Thursday evenings at 7:30 p.m. and offers 

anthems during Sunday morning worship services.  For 

more information contact Mark Schultz at 330.495.5372 

or markgr82nz@gmail.com.   The first rehearsal will  be 

on Thursday, September 8th at 7:30 p.m. in the choir loft. 

We hope to hear many new voices! 

 

 

 

 Am I reaching my full potential or do I have 
some barren branches? 

 Am I using all my talents and resources or are 
some of them being under utilized or unused? 

 Am I using my talents and resources for God's 
glory or am I keeping them to myself? 

 Am I willing to take God up on a second (or 
third or fourth or...) chance? 

 What practices do I need to implement to reach 
my potential?  What practices do I need to give up 
to reach my potential? 

 Can I differentiate between wishful longing for 
gifts I have not been given versus pulling and 
stretching some of my under or non-utilized gifts?  

(Continued from page 2) 

By Pastor Leah Schafer 

This verse is our 2012 Stewardship theme verse.  As 
we conclude our Fall Financial Campaign,  I asked our 
elected leaders (also known as the Congregation 
Council) to reflect on how they are Stewards of all that 
God has give to them.  Iôd like to share two of those 
stories with you. 
 

òEvery year, Trina and I sit down and decide what 
causes or issues we plan to support for the upcom-
ing year since we cannot answer all requests even with 
our many blessings. While some may change from year 
to year, there are a few that NEVER  vary. We always 
plan on tithing to St. Jacobs, Willamette University 
(Trina's alma mater), Ohio State or Malone (my alma 
mater), American Heart Association and Leadership 
Stark County. It is our personal belief that we should 
'pay forward' in the areas that we have been blessed; 
education, religion / faith, and continued health. As a 
result, our planned giving reflects these personal core 
convictions and we support them always.ó   David Miller, 
Council President 

  
òI was raised in a family with six siblings, a mother and a 
father.   My father worked in a factory.   We lived on a 
small farm raising sheep, chickens and beef to help with 
the food bill.   Gardening was also an important part of 
our family chores.   In order for any of us to have store 
bought clothes, we had work for them.   Picking black-
berries and selling them at the road, picking strawberries 
and selling them at the local grocery store and babysit-
ting was our personal means of income.   From this in-
come, our Mother always taught us to tithe.  As we grew 
older, it was just as common to tithe as it was to 
spend.   Our Mother always taught us òit is more blessed 
to give than to receiveó.  Although we were never rich in 
the òworldly senseó we were richly blessed with a godly 
Mother who taught us that all things belong to God.  We 
are just giving back a tithe of gratitude to Him.ó  Mary 

    The one who sows bountifully will alsoThe one who sows bountifully will alsoThe one who sows bountifully will also   

      reap bountifully.        reap bountifully.        reap bountifully.        ð I Corinthians 9:6b 

mailto:mailto:markgr82nz@gmail.com?subject=Joyful%20Noise%20Choir
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       I will bless her with abundant provisions, her poor will I satisfy with food.      ɂPsalm 132:15 
 

Are you easy to satisfy?  Hard to please?  
 
If your dog sits, shakes hands, and rolls over, are you content?  Or would you 
prefer that he speak Japanese and prepare Belgian waffles for breakfast at least 
one day a week? 
 

If your landlord cleans the carpets once every two years and sends you a Christ-
mas card, are you tickled pink?  Or do you expect a new oven when the handle 
wiggles loose? 
 

Those are, of course, ridiculous examples of what it might take to create satisfac-
tion.  No landlord would go to those lengths and not even earth’s smartest canine 
could! 
 

Now that you’re thinking about satisfaction, though, reread Psalm 132:15 
(above).  The Lord addresses these promises to his people, the Church.  And 
what promises they are!  He will grant abundant provision.  He will satisfy the 
poor with food. 
 
Many Scripture passages promise that God will provide the food, clothing, and 
shelter his people need.  These verses, though, promise something else.  The con-
text makes it clear that Psalm 132:15 refers to spiritual needs.  The words of the 
psalm echo those of our Lord Jesus in Matthew 5:3-6. 
 

     Blessed are the poor in Spirit, for theirs in the kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are those who 
     hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

 
We are “poor in spirit” when we recognize our deep poverty before God, when 
we realize the debt we have incurred by our sins.  The hymn writer put it this 
way: “Nothing in my hands I bring, simply to thy cross I cling.”  Our guilt before 
God is very bad news, but God’s promise of “abundant provision” brings hope! 
 

We “hunger and thirst for righteousness” – a righteousness we can’t buy, earn, or 
prepare.  And in our Savior, those yearnings are satisfied.  Because of all that Je-
sus did for us, we can look forward to heaven’s eternal banquet hall.  And right 
now here on earth, our Lord’s provision comforts and sustains us.  It’s an all-
inclusive, awesome promise! 
 

Satisfied? By:  Jane L. Fryar 



Dear Joelle, Krista and Mrs. Schumaker., 
 

Thanks for supplying the food and your time for 
the "Last Supper."  We had a great time eating a 
“super delicious” meal and playing games to-
gether.  It was a great way to end our summer. 
We are looking forward to a wonderful school 
year. 
 

Sincerely, 

The St. Jacob's College 

Group 

 

Dear Church Friends, 
 

Dick & I wish to express our appreciation to all of 
our church family for being there for us during 
Dick’s three day hospital stay.  The pastor’s visit, 
the telephone calls, the get well cards, the deli-
cious food brought in, and most of all, the  prayers 
for a quick recovery were all most gratefully re-
ceived.  To the ladies who stepped forth to read in 
our places for the hymn sing and to whoever al-
phabetized the name tags we give you our sincer-
est thanks. 

 

The diagnosis was heat exhaustion and dehydra-
tion rather than a stroke.  God is indeed good!  
May you each be blessed in any way you need as 
you have blessed us by your thoughtfulness. 

Sincerely, 

Wilma & Dick Werstler 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
I want to thank all of you for 
your uplifting prayers, 
thoughtful cards, and delicious 
food during my recovery from 
total hip replacement. Every-
thing you did meant so much 
to me. 
In Christ's Love, 

Andrea Bishop 
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165th Anniversary Celebration 
Sunday, July 15, 2012 

                   
St. Jacobõs  was founded on 
July 15, 1847 and will be 
turning 165 in 2012. A 
committee has been 
formed to plan a special 
celebration which will be 
held on Sunday, July 15, 
2012. At this point, a spe-

cial worship service and brunch to follow are 
being planned. As the date gets closer, more 
details will be forthcoming. If you are interested 
in helping, contact the church office and you 
will be contacted by a member of the commit-
tee. Mark your calendar now and plan to attend 
this special day. 

Notes of thanks  

Now through November 1st when you 
shop at Fishers you can help St. Luke 
Foundation earn up to $20,000 using 
your Rewards Points card. This does not 
affect the Rewards Points you earn and 
will not cost you anything to participate. 

1.   Go to www.fishersfoods.com and click on 
       Fishers Community Rewards. 

2.    Login to your Rewards account and click 
        on the Fisher Community Rewards 
        button. 

3. Choose St. Luke Foundation from the 
drop down list and click submit. 

4. Shop at Fishers with your Rewards card 
and St. Luke Foundation will be earning 
1% of all your Fishers purchases. The 
more you shop, the more you earn for    
St. Luke Foundation. 

If you do not have a Fishers Reward card, 
simply pick up one the next time you 
shop at Fishers then follow the directions 
to enroll your card. 
 

Please note that all card holder designa-
tions from the last program have been 
cleared and you must re-designate your 
ÃÁÒÄ ÉÎ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÔÏ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ 3ÔȢ ,ÕËÅȭÓ ÁÇÁÉÎȢ 
 

Please enroll your card today online at 
www.fishersfoods.com or by phone at 
1.888.866.9186. 
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Lutheran World Relief (LWR) SEWING KITS 
 Collecting white or neutral thread spools from September 1st through October 9th 
 

The quilting group is asking the congregation to donate thread for LWR sewing 
kits.  We will be collecting either white or neutral thread spools from Septem-
ber 1st  through October 9th.    The thread should be placed in the container in 
Garnes Hall marked “quilting supplies”. 
 

Sewing is a skill that leads to reliable income for both men and women in the developing coun-
tries.  Fabric kits supply vocational training programs with fabric and thread for the teaching of 
sewing.  One of our St. Jacob's members contributed a huge bolt of fabric to the quilters some-
time ago.  We have used many yards for backing.  However, we still have many, many yards 
left.  For the LWR sewing kits 2 spools of neutral or white thread (250-300 yards each) are 
needed per 3 yards of 44"wide fabric. When the quilters know how much thread is contributed, 
we will cut the fabric lengths the week of October 10th.    If you have any questions, please 
contact either Joelle McIlroy  at 330.935.2677 or Debbie Rutledge at 330.830.2200. 

 

 

At the end of the summer term we celebrated the gradua-

tion of our senior three and primary eight students in the 

presence of some very special guests. We were lucky enough to have 

Reverend Robert Smith and Reverend Rafael Malpica-Padilla visiting 

from the ELCA in Chicago. This year we have eleven graduates from 

grade eight who have passed into the senior school. They are Lam, Ma-

yada, Ayman, Hanadi, Velia , Silvanam Ajak, Zakaria, Dut, Khalid, Aui, 

Mohamed and Martin, together with Atem and Marmier who passed 

their senior three examinations.  In addition to these celebrations we 

were also able to have a great send off for Madit Deng Ring, who last 

month achieved a fully 

funded scholarship to the 

African Leadership Academy in Johannesburg. 

(www.africanleadershipacademy.org) Madit has long 

been recognized as a particularly talented student 

and this year achieved success beyond our dreams by 

winning the scholarship. Madit will attend two years 

of high school in the prestigious South African high 

school where he will sit A levels, learn a new African 

language, study courses in African history, and run a social entrepreneurship program before go-

ing on to university.  

Congratulations to all our students who passed their exams, and of course to their teachers, vol-
unteer helpers and funders without whom none of this would be possible. 

News from Our Miss ionaries  

http://www.africanleadershipacademy.org
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 2011§2012 SPARK Sunday School Kicks Off 

Kick Off the Year with Noah 
 Begins on September 18th 

By Krista Smith 

We’re geared up for a great time in SPARK 
Sunday school!  We’ll start the year with sto-
ries of heroes from the Old Testament and 
learn how God’s faithfulness extends just the 
same to us today.  After Christmas, we’ll be 
shifting gears to learn about Jesus and his 
love for us as found in the New Testament. 
 
SPARK Sunday school is open to all children 
preschool through 5th grade.  We begin each 
Sunday in the lower level activities room 
promptly at 9:15 a.m. with all the children 
gathered for prayer and an introduction to 
the Bible story they will explore.  At approxi-
mately 9:30 a.m., the kids separate into three 
age-based groups and head for their work-
shop for the day.   The kids are exposed to 
each Bible story for three weeks using Art, 
Video, Cooking, Computer, Games, Science, or 
Drama to further explore the Bible story. If 
you are new to the Sunday school program 
and worried that your child will be uncom-
fortable or feel scared in a new environment, 
never fear!  We always welcome parents to 
stay with their children during Sunday school 
at their discretion.  
 
We’ll kick off the year on Sept. 18th with the 
story of Noah, 
one of the 
great Old Tes-
tament heros.  
Noah may not 
have been es-
pecially strong 
or courageous, 
but his unwav-
ering faith and 
absolute obe-
dience to God 
serve as a 
great example 
to each of us 
on our spiritual journey.  Come join the fun! 

SPARK Sunday School Teachers 
Neededééééééé.Can you help? 
  

 It’s easy and fun!  We need your help to 
guide the kids as they explore the story of 
Noah.  Noah faced many challenges that kids 
face today: peer pressure, being ridiculed, 
staying obedient to God (and parents) when 
it seems to make no sense.  Help the kids 
learn that God will always be with them and 
will never forget His promises to us.  The 
Noah unit dates are: Sept. 18, 25 and Oct. 
2nd. 
 

Sign up to lead one of the workshops! 
Choose from Drama, Video or Art. It really 
is easy and fun!  It’s a short 3 week commit-
ment, and you are sure to have as much fun 
as the kids.  Please contact Krista as soon as 
possible if you are willing to teach.  

  

Mark your calendars now! 
The coming holiday season falls in an unusual 

pattern on the calendar.  Christmas Day and 

New Years Day are both on Sundays.  Christ-

mas Eve services will be held according to 

St. Jacobõs traditional schedule of 5:30 and 

9:00 p.m.  A Christmas Day service 

(Sunday, December 25) will be held at 

9:30 a.m. in the style of our late service, 

with Christmas Carols replacing many of 

the liturgical music.  On Sunday, Janu-

ary 1st there will be one service at 

 9:30 a.m. in the style of the 8:00 a.m. service. 

Menõs Breakfast to be held Sept. 10th  

 
All St. Jacobõs men are invited to a Lutheran Men in 
Mission breakfast on Saturday, Sept. 10 from 7-9:00am.  
There will be a Bible study followed by a 
cribbage challenge!    Come have 
food and have fun!  A sign-up 
sheet is on the sign-up board (or 
you can simply show up).    



   SEPTEMBER birthdays  
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     SEPTEMBER anniversaries 

05 Jack & Marsha Schantz 

06 Larry &  Penny Bove 
Craig &  Diana Wellspring 

07 Steve & Jan Molnar 

10 Tom & Jan Dwenger 
Bob & Charlene Theiss 

12 Tim & Beth Muckley 

16 Steve & Kathy Jett 

19 Michael & Annie Lemmo 

20 Gerald & Bonnie McClellan 

21 Jim & Debbie Rutledge 

24 Roger & Karen Dobson 

25 Tim & Nicole Ringer 

26 Rick & Katy Dietz  

  

  

  

02 Steve Polatas 

03 Skip Mulig, Jr. 

06 Pastor Schafer 

07 Marty Carman 

08 Megan Wilson 

10 Steven Machamer, II 

12 Jack Schantz 

13 Kathy Bourn 

14 Marlene Blackford 

15 Tim Muckley, Makayla Sutter 

17 Jane Feller, Bill Humphrey, 

Kasy Lee, Steve Machamer 

18 Jim Jackson, Amy Mintern 

19 Cary Feller, Sr, Alexandra Smith, 

Emma Smith, Jakob Theiss 

21 Liam Johnson 

22 Susan Hazelett, Trevor Hurner 

24 Dave Schumaker 

26 Chuck Bourn 

27 Vanessa Snyder 

28 Harold Machamer, Judy Swartz 

29 Terry Tournoux 

   
  Portraits for a Lifetime  
          of Memories 

 

Our church is creating a 
new pictorial directory 

in October. However, this project will require some 
volunteers.  Volunteers are needed for the following 
areas: 

¦ Contacting Members of the Congregation 

¦ Scheduling Portrait Appointments 

¦ Greeting Members during Photography Sessions 

If you wish to learn more about this project, please 
contact Marilyn Dietz at 330. 877.4477 or 
marilyn4477@yahoo.com 
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Septembe  2011 

Committee and Council Meetings 

The Twelfth Biennial Churchwide Assembly of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA) was held Aug. 15-19, 2011, at the Or-
lando World Center Marriott. The theme was 
òFreed in Christ to Serve.ó 

The 2011 Churchwide Assembly of the Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) on Aug. 
18 adopted a social statement on genetics and a 
series of resolutions from an ELCA task force 
charged with recommending options for the fu-
ture of the ELCA.  The assembly adopted the 
"Genetics, Faith and Responsibility," the ELCA's 
11th social statement, on a 942-34 vote. It is one 
of the first by a North American church that 
develops a comprehensive ethical framework for 
addressing advancements in medical and agricul-
tural research.  "Social statements are important 
documents for us as a church," ELCA Presiding 
Bishop Mark S. Hanson told the Churchwide 
Assembly.  Social statements "guide us as we 
'step forward as a public church' because they 
form the basis for both this church's public pol-
icy and my public speech as presiding bishop," he 
said.   

The Churchwide Assembly also adopted a series 
of resolutions derived from its Living into the Fu-
ture (LIFT) task force and report. The vote was 
914-57.  Commissioned by the ELCA Church 
Council, the LIFT task force developed and rec-
ommended options for the future of the ELCA 
in light of its identity, changes in its environment 
and its call to God's mission.  The LIFT resolu-
tions address the role of the ELCA's churchwide 
organization to accompany congregations and 
synods, build capacity for evangelical witness and 
service, strengthen interdependent relationships, 

promote God's vision of a multicultural and multiethnic 
church, coordinate global mission and relief work, and lead 
in new ways theological reflection and deliberation on the 
identity and Mission of this church. 

"We are grateful for the leadership of this Churchwide 
Assembly in adopting the LIFT implementing resolutions, 
and we look forward to the renewal envisioned in the re-
port and recommendations," said the Rev. Wyvetta Bul-
lock, ELCA executive for administration.  The Church-
wide Assembly also voted, 817-169 to change the fre-
quency of assemblies from a biennial to a triennial cycle, 
starting with the 2016 ELCA Churchwide Assembly. 

Å ELCA Malaria Campaign officially launched [N.B. St. 
Jacobõs has designated its 2010-2014 mid-week Lenten offering for 
this campaign] 

Å òGenetics, Faith and Responsibilityó social statement 
adopted 

Å Review process for social statements adopted 

Å Living into the Future Together implementing resolu-
tions adopted 

Å 2012-2013 Budget proposals adopted 

Å Memorials and constitutional changes adopted 

For more information on the work of the assembly, in-
cluding legislative updates, videos and a news blog, visit 
www.elca.org/assembly. 

Tuesday, September 13 7:00 p.m.  

   Education          Finance   

   Good News        Property   

   Social Ministries   

Tuesday, September 20 7:00 p.m.  

  Council   

Wednesday, September 21 7:00 p.m.  

  Forward Planning   

Friday, October 14 1:00 p.m. 

  Worship   

 

 

 

 
 

The Congregation Council did not meet 
in August.  The next meeting is Tuesday, 
September 20th at 7:00 p.m.  The first order 
of business will be a discussion on Meals 
on Wheels finding a ònew homeó at St. 
Jacobõs.  All are welcome to attend this 
portion of the meeting. 

Council 

N e w s 
      

12th Churchwide Assembly Held in Orlando, FL 

St. Jacobõs had a substantial òpresenceó at the As-
sembly: David Miller attended as the lay voting mem-
ber of the Canton/Massillon & Southern Conferences 
of the NEOS and Rachel Fredrickson attended as the 
NEOS young adult voting member.  Pastor Schaferõs 
husband, the Rev. Arthur Cubbon was a clergy voting 
member of the Akron Wooster & Eastern Confer-
ences of the NEOS. 



Page 10 St .  Jacob’s  Luthe ran Church  

C
o
n
g

re
g
a
ti
o
n
a
l 
 C

o
rn

e
r

C
o

n
g

re
g
a
ti
o
n
a
l 
 C

o
rn

e
r   

 

 
 

 
 
 

The Evening Book Club will meet 
on September 21st  at 7:00 p.m. at 
Amy Mustafaga’s home. The group 
will be reviewing the book, Dress-
maker of Khana by Gayle Tzemach 
Lemmon.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We welcome everyone who en-
joys reading and sharing 
thoughts on the book. For ques-
tions, please check with Joelle 
McIlroy at 330.935.2677 or Chris 
Hurner at 330.877.1495. 

E v e n i n g  

B o o k  

C l u b  

The next scheduled work day will be on 

Monday,  Sept. 19th from 10:30 a.m. to  

4:30 p.m. with time out for our usual 

lunch where we each bring an item to 

share with the group.  If you have any 

questions, contact Joelle McIlroy  at 

330.935.2677  or rmciroy@neo.rr.com. 

 Q u i l t e r s  G r o u p  

In September 1996, the Taliban took control of 
Kabul. At the same time, 
Kamila Sidiqi received her 
teaching certificate. She 
planned to go to university 
and become a literature 
professor someday. Her 
father, a former military 
officer, always stressed edu-
cation for his daughters as 
well as his sons. But under 
Taliban rule, Kamila was left 
in charge of her younger 
sisters and brother after her parents and older 
brother were forced to flee. Banished from the 
streets, she managed to start a dressmaking busi-
ness in her home. Foreign policy expert and jour-
nalist Gayle Tzemach Lemmon tells the story of 
how this 19-year old created work and hope for 
her family and other women in her neighborhood. 

Kaleidoscope Quilt Outing 
 Akron Art Museum 
    Sunday, September 11th  
 

The Quilting Group is planning a trip to 
the Akron Art Museum on Sunday, Sep-
tember 11th.  Internationally renowned 
quilt maker Paula Nadelstern has spent 
over two decades capturing in cloth the 
excitement of the ever-changing rela-
tionships of color, pattern, light and tex-
ture of Kaleidoscope images. Akron is 
the only Midwest venue for this stun-
ning  exhibition featuring 19 contempo-
rary quilts, 12 kaleidoscope quilt blocks 
by Nadelstern, a early 19th century star 
pattern quilt, contemporary kaleido-
scopes, and two rare early kaleido-
scopes. 

Any interested person is invited to join 
them to see Kaleidoscope Quilts as well 
as the other museum exhibits. The cost 
is $7 for adults, $3 for Seniors 65 and 
older, $5 for students with an ID, and 
children 12 and under are free. For 
those  who would like to carpool, please 
bring a sack lunch to eat after the late 
service, and we will depart from the 
church. If you plan to attend, please 
contact Joelle McIlroy or Debbie 
Rutledge by Wednesday, September 7th.  

Left:  Kaleidoscopic XVII: Caribbean Blues, 1997 by 

Paula Nadelstern 

mailto:rmcilroy@neo.rr.com
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September  2011 

Social  Ministry  Committee News  

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Coffee Hour Begins on September 11th  
 Coffee Hour Hosts Needed -  Sign-Up in Welcome Center 
Coffee hour will resume on Sunday, September 11

th
 following Rally Day and coffee hour hosts are 

needed on a weekly basis.  A Coffee Hour Host sign-up sheet is posted in the Welcome Center.  
Due to setting-up in Garnes Hall for the Fish Sunday event on September 25

th
,  coffee hour will be 

held in the Atrium and just coffee and tea will be served.   

  

Collection Drives are a Success 

  Goal of 100 bottles is surpassed for Hartville Migrant Center 
The shampoo collection drive for the Hartville Migrant Center was a great success - over 100 bottles 
of shampoo were donated.  The Center was extremely happy to receive the abundant collection to 
benefit the local migrant workers and their families . This collection drive was carried out in conjunc-
tion with the Lake Township Clergy Association.  Thank you to everyone who brought in shampoo. 
 

  Numerous work site items from Wish List donated to Hammer and Nails  
The Hammer and Nails collection drive had a fantastic response.  A variety of home improvement  
items were donated and they will be used to assist local disadvantaged homeowners with home and 
property improvements.  Thank you to everyone who donated to this organization! 

 

Fish Sunday 
  Mark your calendar for Sunday, September 25th  
 

The 2
nd 

annual “Fish Sunday” will be on Sunday, September 25
th

.  There will be spe-
cial worship at the 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. services, a special Sunday School and 
a fish fry/potluck dinner immediately following the late service in Garnes Hall. 
Please bring a meatless side dish or dessert  to share . Once again, Dick Weisel 
will be in charge of catching the fish and he needs many “fisherpeople” to accom-
plish the goal of feeding the crowd. If you would like to help catch the fish, please 
sign up (be sure to include  your phone number). Dick will contact you to let you know 
when and where the fishing will take place. Or you may contact Dick direct at 330.494.6274 
if you want to help. Also, please bring a “fishy” gift for the FISH pantry: canned tuna fish, clam chow-
der, oyster crackers . . . This event is sponsored by the Social Ministry and Worship Committees.  
We will have a new version of  FISH Jeopardy for this year.  Nominations for players will begin 
Sept. 11 and ballot box “stuffing” is allowed.  There is a sign -up sheet on the sign -up board to 
ensure there will be enough fish and table setttings.   Don’t miss Lake Township’s social event of 
the year!!                         

$250 FISH 

$100 Muscular Dystrophy Pedal to the Point (Steve Polatas) 

$100 Muscular Dystrophy Pedal to the Point (Dan Bertschi) 

$450 TOTAL 

August Allocations 
The Social Ministry Committee allocated the following funds in August: 
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September 2011 

A d u l t  C h r i s t i a n  E d u c a t i o n  

Book of Faith Series  September 18th - October 2nd & 16th  
 

Beginning in September the Adult Sunday School class will begin a study of 
the book of James, starting on September 18th.  Another one of the Book of 
Faith Series developed by the ELCA, this study focuses on wisdom as the 
key to understanding and appreciating James.  Wisdom in this context 
means the creative gift of God that enables Godõs people to live and grow in 

responsible maturity.  This advice for responsible, faithful behavior is scattered throughout James like 
pearls.  Readers of James receive pearls of wisdom for living the life of faith.  This is a book that is a 
source of comfort, strength, and power for many Christians. 

  

 September 18 What Is Wisdom? 
                                Describes how the power of God for living daily life is revealed in the collection of wisdom 
                                   sayings in James. 

  

 September 25 Wisdom: Faith and Action 
                                Explores how Godõs gift if wisdom binds together hearing and doing, faith and actions, in 
                                   Christian life. 

  

 October 2      Wisdom: Godõs Sustaining Care for the World 
                               Examines how wisdomõs exhortations and commands represent the collective insights of the 
                                  world and show Godõs sustaining care for the world. 

  

 October 9      NO ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 

     Adult Forum on Christianity in a Scientific World presented by The Rev.  
     Dr. George Murphy in Garnes Hall at 9:15 a.m. 
 

  October 16     Wisdom: Healthy Habits That Sustain Christian Hope 

                              Looks at how prayer, praise, confession, and healing inspire  hope for a community 
                              as it waits in the promise of our Lordõs return. 

 

All adults are encouraged to attend Adult Sunday School for this study on James with Marlene Blackford 
as the leader. Remember  ñ join us in the atrium on September 18th at 9:15 a.m.  

 Communion Preparation Instruction 
Instruction classes will be offered for children ready to participate in the 

Sacrament of Holy Communion.  This class is targeted at children in grades 

2-5, but open to all.  On Saturday, October 22 from 10:00 a.m.ð12:30 p.m. 

a ñworkshopò style session will be held in the atrium.  A parent of each 

child is asked to be present from noonð12:30.  Please sign-up on the sign-

up board.  Pastor Schafer will be leading this class.  ñFirst Communionò 

will be Sunday, October 23 at both services. 
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 F I S H  News 
 by Jan Moore-Dwenger 

S 
eptember often brings a lot of new 
changes with school starting and the 
many activities that are associated 

with it. This year is marked with other 
changes especially in the economical 
spectrum. While the need to feed the 
hungry remains a constant, the change we 
see now is more and more people are 
asking for emergency assistance. It also 
raises even greater opportunities for us as 
Christians to be blessings. How? You can 
continue to support FISH, a local 
program. The congregations of St. Jacob's 
Lutheran Church and 18 other Lake 
Township churches plus businesses and 
schools provide food, shelter and other 
necessities for hundreds of needy people in 
our community.   
  
This month we will be having the 

quarterly "brown bag 
drive." Please pick up a 
grocery bag from the 
narthex, fill it with any 
or all of the products 
(mac & cheese, pork & 
beans, canned fruit, 
deodorant, and baking 
mix) listed on the bag, 
and return it to the 
church. We will gladly 

see that it gets to the pantry.  
  
There are other ways you can help. One is 
through the United Way. This campaign will 
soon be starting and if you participate in 
this program at work, you can designate 
that the money you give supports the local 
FISH program. Lake Township FISH is a 
503c tax exempt organization. This enables 
FISH to receive donations directly from 
United Way. If you have any questions, 
please contact Andy Pressler at 

330.351.6389 or at Andrew.Pressler@ricoh-
usa.com. We are also accepting fresh garden 
produce to give to the clients. If you have 
extra, please either put it in the church's 
refrigerator or call Jan Dwenger 
330.877.9996 for pick-up. FISH is most 
grateful for any and all donations. 
  
Thanks go out to all the participants of the 
5K Run & Walk Benefit for FISH held July 
30th and was sponsored by the Lake Clergy 
Association and the Lake Athletic 
Department. The amount of money raised 
was  $5,000.  FISH appreciates all those from 
St. Jacob's who attended the Ice Cream Social 
and brought items for the pantry. Thanks for 
sharing. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
The Fourth Annual Benefit Dinner for 
Lake Township FISH will be September 
29th at the Hartville Kitchen. This event is 
FISH'S main fundraiser and we hope you will 
support it with your donations. For a 
donation of $25, you will receive a delicious 
full course meal, entertainment, and a good 
feeling that you have helped those in need in 
our community. Since everything 
including food, labor, and entertainment will 
be donated by the Hartville Kitchen, all 
proceeds will go to FISH. Please see Jan or 
Tom Dwenger for tickets. 
  
The Social Ministry Committee of St. Jacob's 
gives money to FISH on a regular basis.  If 
you want to make a special donation to FISH, 
use your church envelope and mark the 
"Special Offerings" line "FISH." Thank you for 
your generosity.  Your donations make a 
difference.  
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Check out the  

              Reading  

               Corner  

Like to read ? Need some new 
books? Have books that you are 

finished reading?  The St. Jacob’s Book Club is sponsoring 
a “Reading Corner” located in Garnes Hall below the bul-
letin board by the side doors. Please take any books that 
you would like to read and leave any books that you are 
finished with for others. You do not need to return any 
books if you can pass them onto other friends or family. 
Currently we are only taking adult and young adult 
books. If you have any questions,  contact Marty Carman 
at martycarman@neo.rr.com . 
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Congregational 

Ministries 

Outreach 

Ministries 
Building 

Beginning Balance:              $ 8,582.98 $ 1,406.08 $ 6,322.57 

                   Income $21,716.16 $ 2,254.20 $ 3,515.30 

                Expenses $15,268.57 $ 1,377.45 $ 2,052.00 

     Ending Balance: $15,030.57 $ 2,282.83 $ 7,785.87 

8 Building Mortgage Principal Balance as of  07-28-2011 is $85,720.11 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to Annie Lemmo for serv-
ing as our 2010-2011 Acolyte coordi-
nator and a BIG welcome to Trina 
Miller our 2011-2012 acolyte coordi-
nator.  Thanks to all of our 6th – 9th 
graders who serve so faithfully as our 
acolyte. 
 

     Landscape WOWS! 
  

This summer has been full of lots of 
landscape work! 
 
A big thank-you to all of the wonderful 
volunteers who have taken care of St. 
Jacob's flower beds, weeding and wa-
tering throughout the summer.  We are 
grateful for your work. 
  
Thanks to Cary Feller for taking down 
the weed forest on top of St. Jacob's 
septic field 
  
Thanks to Charlie 
Swartz for mowing 
the field behind the 
retaining wall/west 
parking lot allowing 
our crosses be seen! 

Daily Grace 
Daily Grace is an on-the-go compan-
ion for your journey, offering a faith 
reflection every day. In these brief 
writings youõll encounter Godõs ex-
travagant, boundless and often sur-
prising grace. You will be comforted, 
challenged, inspired, consoled and 
confronted. The daily reflection will 
stir you to live out your baptismal 
calling. Take time to reflect, offer a 
prayer and prepare for the day. This 
App features: 

  Daily readings, reflections and prayers 

  Connections to the liturgical and secular calendars 

  Connections to Facebook, Twitter and  

    www.womenoftheelca.org  

mailto:mailto:martycarman@neo.rr.com
http://www.womenoftheelca.org/
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VBS 2012: 
VBS Set Up Weekend #1: June 2 & 3 

Intermittent Set Up during the Week of June 4 - 8   

VBS Set Up Weekend #2: June 8 & 9 

VBS Week:  June 11  - 15 

 

Dates to Note for Sunday school: 

Thanksgiving Feast: November 20 

Christmas Party: Dec. 18 

Valentine project: Feb. 5 

Easter Breakfast: April 8 

Final Class: May 6 

Year End Celebration: May 13 

 

NO Sunday School on the Following Dates: 
Dec. 25:  Christmas Day 

WŀƴΦ мΥ  bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ 

Jan. 29: Annual Meeting 

April 8:  Easter Sunday 

 

Youth Dates: 
Bake Sale Set Up (Garnes Hall kitchen): Nov 19 

Fall Bake Sale: Nov. 20 

Youth Quake Weekend: Jan. 27 - 29 

Sub Sale Prep (Garnes Hall kitchen): Feb. 4 

Super Bowl Sub Sale: Feb. 5th 

Easter Breakfast  Set Up: April 6 - 7 

Easter Breakfast: April 8 

Mission Trip: Week of June 17 - 22 

aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ¢ǊƛǇ άōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜǿέ ŀǘ 
Thursday Worship Service:  June 14 

Important Dates to Note  

A big THANK YOU to the VBS 
staff of St. Jacobs for sharing 
decorating items, CDs and DVDs 
with Abiding Savior Lutheran 
Church in Alliance.  The large 
pieces of fruits and vegetables 
made by the teens of St. Jacobs 
received rave reviews by all 
who saw them.  Krista Smith 
was especially gracious in shar-
ing her hard work with us.  We 
can’t thank you enough.  We 
look forward to collaborating 
with you in the futures. 
 

God’s blessings, 

Bonnie Rittner 

Abiding Savior VBS Coordinator 

Congratulations to: 
  Cooper Bertschi 

   Addison Kern 

  Denton Kern 

  Tessa Polatas 

  Matthew Polatas 

  Casey Polatas 

  Sara Polatas 

  Alex Mustafaga 

  Kaeli Zoretich 

who earned perfect attendance 
awards for the 2010-2011 Sunday 
School year.  Their awards will be 
presented in worship on September 
11th. 



St. Jacobôs Lutheran Church 

1460 State Street NE 
North Canton,  OH  44721 

Phone:    330.877.2676 
Fax:         330.877.8676 
Email:      stjacobslutheran@neo.rr.com 
Pastor’s email:   pastorsjlc@neo.rr.com 

We’re on the Web ! 

www.stjacobselca.org 

Join Us In: 
   - Praising Jesus 
      - Building Community 
         - Serving Others 

The Evangel is the newsletter of St. Jacobôs Lutheran Church, North Canton, OH.  It is published monthly.  Articles should be submitted 
(preferably in electronic format) to the church administrator by the 3rd Friday of the month.  Articles may be edited for length and timeliness.  

Articles submitted by members do not necessarily reflect the opinion of St. Jacobôs or the ELCA. 

 

September 25th  

 
 

 

 

 

 

4ÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÔÈÅÍÅ ÉÓ */.!(Ȧ 

Join us for worship and a fish fry 
lunch.  See page 11 for details. 

Fall Worship Schedule 
 

  Sept.  1 - Last Thursday evening 
                   worship service 

   Sept.  4 - 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ ȰÃÏÍÂÉÎÅÄȱ 
                    worship at 9:30 a.m. 

   Sept. 11 - Resume 8:00 a.m. and 
                    10:30 a.m. worship, with 
                    Rally Day Global Festival 
                    at 9:15 a.m. 

   Sept. 18 - Sunday School and  
                     coffee hour resume; Con- 
                     firmation class begins;  
                     Workshop for those who 
                     work with children/youth 


