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 As we follow the news in the Middle East, St. Jacob’s has been very 
aware of the unrest in Cairo, Egypt, not the least is due to our missionary 
family, the Johnsons, who were serving there.  When Americans were 
evacuated last February, the Johnson family reluctantly left.  In April Pas-
tor Peter Johnson return to his parish, but his wife and three young sons 
remained in Minnesota.  Upon much reflection, discussion and prayer, 
the Johnsons concluded that this is not the best of times to have a young, 
American family in Egypt, nor did they believe that they should be living 
on two separate continents for an indefinite amount of time.  As of De-
cember 1st, Pr. Johnson has rejoined his family in the US. 

 However, global mission continues, and St. Jacob’s is now sponsoring  
The Rev. Mark and Linda Nygard.  Mark is the coordinator of graduate 

(Continued on page 10) 

 Our New Missionaries  

On Christmas Eve, we will have our usual 5:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. ser-
vices. The theme of the 5:00 p.m. service will be, Make Room for Joy.  This 
will be a service that focuses on St. Luke’s telling of the Christmas story. 
Holy Communion will be celebrated and it will conclude with the candle-
light singing of Silent Night. 
 

The 9:00 p.m. service will feature our Joyful Noise Choir. Traditional car-
ols, along with special choral music will be a part of this festive Oh, Come 
Ye, to Bethlehem! service, which will also include carols by candlelight. 
This year the St. Jacob's instrumental ensemble will play carols for the 
9:00 p.m. prelude. Interested musicians should contact Mark Schulz to 
obtain music. 
 

On Christmas Day we will continue the celebration of the birth of the 
Savior using many Christmas carols rather than liturgical music. The 
Songs of Christmas will be a very special service, as it is not often the 
Christmas day falls on a Sunday. There will be one 9:30 a.m. service and 
no coffee hour or education hour on this day.  
 

Join your friends and family at St. Jacob's to welcome the New Year with 
worship at 9:30 a.m. (in the style of the 8:00 a.m. service). There will be 
one service and no coffee hour or education hour on this Sunday. 

 Chris tmas Eve Worship Serv ices  
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                                                                                                                                                                                    By:  Pastor Leah Schafer 

“ 

  

I remember one year in Junior High School 
there was a Valentine’s Day dance. It was spon-
sored by one of the groups or clubs of the 
school, and it was advertised For Couples Only. I 
didn’t go. I did not have a junior high boy-friend 
and if I had wanted one, I think my parents 
would have said a pretty firm NO!! Looking 
back, I’m surprised that the facility sponsors of 
that event signed on to a “couples only” dance (I 
seem to recall about 30 or so couples showed 
up and a good time was had by all). Even if the 
February 14th date is a date in our culture that 
shines a spotlight on romantic love, I can’t imag-
ine that my junior high 
would have had an 
“Athletes Only” or “3.75+ 
GPA Only” or other such 
dance. Perhaps one of 
the reasons is that there 
is no Athletes Day or 
Smart Kid Day.  
 
As I got older, Valen-
tine’s Day included some 
changes. If I was dating 
someone, I would go out 
on Valentine’s Day. If 
not, then it was no differ-
ent than any other day. I 
don’t know anyone who 
goes out and buys them-
selves a $100 bouquet of 
roses and a large box of 
chocolates, but there may be a few. 
 
As we approach Advent and Christmas, it is in-
teresting to see where Christians Only may be 
stamped on the festivities. On one hand, I don’t 
think that the Church says that taking a four 
week time to 1) prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus; 2) to prepare for Jesus to come to us 
again and again this Christmas; 3) to prepare 
for Jesus to come at the end of time is reserved 
for a special group of people. However, since 
Labor Day/Back to School/Pre-Christmas shop-
ping seem to all roll out in September, I’m not 
sure that the secular world wants an Advent 
season, and if it did, it would have to be in Au-
gust. 
 
Christmas is not a Christians Only holiday. Al-

though I have to admit that I don’t “get” people who 
celebrate Christmas without a faith component. In 
some ways it is like buying yourself a $100 bouquet of 
roses and a large box of chocolates for Valentine’s 
Day. While I don’t “get it,” I do hope that maybe the 
secular celebration of Christmas might at least make a 
person or two curious about the Christian celebration 
of Christmas . . . eventually. And that’s a big-step for 
people outside the church when the holiday is not 
exclusive to “members only.” 
 
My concern is for Christians who celebrate Christmas. 
I’m concerned that with the vast number of individu-

als and families who do a Christmas 
without the Christ part -- that they 
might tempted (lured???) into forget-
ting that the purpose of this is a faith-
filled time. I’m not suggesting that 
Christians ban gift-giving, family din-
ners and the attractive, yet non-
essential trappings. My concern is the 
Christians, people/families or faith 
not be lured in to the exclusion of the 
purpose of the celebration. A couple of 
quick suggestions:  
 
 An  Advent wreath on the din-
ner table AND an attempt to eat 
dinner together, as a family, more 
frequently in Advent. 

 A religious Advent calendar 
Place your crèche in a prominent 

place in your home. Gather around it for a 
prayer or a reading of Luke 2 or John 1 on 
Christmas Day before presents or Santa. 

 Attend worship, whether you are at home 
and/or/especially if you are away from St. 
Jacob’s. 

 Use the “gift-giving” prayer/litany/liturgy that 
St. Jacob’s will give out on the 18th of Decem-
ber AND post on our web-page. 

 Make sure your Christmas music includes the 
lyrics of Christian hymns and carols. 

$ÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ 
without Christ. 
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Leymah Roberta Gbowee, Lutheran Liberian Peace Activist 

Awarded Nobel Peace Prize 
 

Leymah Roberta Gbowee, a Lutheran Liberian peace activist, has been 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. The announcement came Oct. 7 from 
Oslo, Norway. Gbowee, a member of the Lutheran Church in Liberia, is 
responsible for organizing a non-violent women's movement that 
brought an end to a 14-year civil war in Liberia. 
 
Gbowee was awarded a scholarship from the International Leadership 
Development Program of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA) in 2006-2007 to support her study in peace building at Eastern 
Mennonite University in Harrisonburg, Va. 
 
The ELCA and the Lutheran Church in Liberia are members of The Lu-
theran World Federation -- a global communion of 140 member churches 
in 79 countries, representing more than 70 million Christians worldwide.  
The Liberian women's movement led to the ousting of ex-President 
Charles Taylor and to the election of Ellen Johnson Sirleaf as president of 
Liberia -- the first African nation with a female president. President Sirleaf also has been awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize. 
 
The war in Liberia began in 1989, but "the women's movement, our protest, didn't begin until 2003," 
Gbowee said in a Sept. 19 interview at the ELCA churchwide organization. 
The starting point of the women's movement was war fatigue, said Gbowee, a mother of six children. She 
grew tried of watching children die from hunger and "waking up every morning and not knowing 
whether a tomorrow was possible. You can't plan for the future." Along with thousands of other women 
from across Liberia, Gbowee wanted to dream of a better community. 
 
She decided it was time to stop the war and called together women of all faiths -- Christian, Muslim, in-
digenous and others -- from across Liberia to "step out," recognizing that Liberian women can play a 
critical role in peace building. 
 
"You always see your savior in someone else other than yourself," Gbowee said. "So for us women, hav-
ing never been socialized to believe that we have powers to interfere in the politics of our country, were 
waiting for the bold men. (But) every time the bold men rose up, they rose up with guns and other 
things," she said, realizing that women needed to bring the much-desired peace "for ourselves." 
But Gbowee does not take full credit for initiating and organizing the women's peace movement. "There 
were other women who came before us, emboldening us to take a stand," she said. "And we didn't just 
start from nothing." 
 
Using the experiences of the women before them, Gbowee used prayer, picketing and silence to further 
their mission. Despite insults and other behaviors that came their way, Gbowee said, "We kept quiet be-
cause we had a sense of purpose and sense of direction." The women also put together statements of 
peace for African governments, engaged the media and initiated personal, one-to-one conversations with 
power brokers "to see how we could get the peace that Liberia was searching for," she said.  
Gbowee's story is chronicled in the documentary "Pray the Devil Back to Hell." She has just completed 
her memoir, "Mighty Be Our Powers: How Sisterhood, Prayer, and Sex Changed a Nation at War" -- a 
book that examines "the power of women and the power of faith in getting you (out) from the darkest 
place in your life," she said. 
 
ELCA Presiding Bishop Mark S.  Hanson said, "She sees the strength that comes when both women and 
men of different faiths join together in building a more just and peaceful world. When others may say 
there is no hope in the face of forces that divide and exploit, Leymah Gbowee gives a resounding 'yes' to 
the way of nonviolence and justice for all," he said. "This is a great day for women, for Liberia, for the 
world and for the ELCA, so blessed by Leymah Gbowee's courageous leadership and strong partnership." 
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W h y d o  you  do  w h a t  yo u  do ?  

Why do you do what you do? Ever wonder what drives you? To serve those you serve? I 

have. As a mother, I evaluate the advice I give, the help I offer. As a wife, I consider the 

respect, honor and faithfulness I give my husband. As a friend, I analyze my trustworthi-

ness, my generosity, my tolerance. As a writer, I constantly scrutinize–edit my words, 

check my spelling, perfect my grammar. Perhaps you are like me, only in another way. 

You analyze your every effort. You try to please a boss, a spouse, a child. You look to 

your neighbor’s newly mowed lawn and think you must get out there and mow yours. 

You see another planting geraniums and head to the nursery to purchase some roses. 

You listen to someone teach, or preach and feel you must measure up to that person. 

You hear someone’s testimony and think less of your own. You see others volunteering 

and serving and you chasten yourself for not doing more. Why? 

 

Am I now seeking human approval, or God's approval? Or am I trying to please 

 people? If I were still pleasing people, I would not be a servant of Christ.  

                                                                                                                   ɂGalatians 1:10 

 

Our aim must be higher than comparing ourselves to others. When we take stock in our 

own lives, we need to do so in light of Who we are trying to please. As servants of Christ, 

our only desire should be that of loving as He loved–because He first loved us. As we 

evaluate our work, our activity, our speech, our thoughts need rest only in our Lord’s 

pleasure. Are we living in holiness, in humility, in peace? Are we faithful to His call? Are 

we serving to gain notoriety, success, or popularity? Or are we doing what we do as a 

willing and cheerful sacrifice of praise for the righteousness we have in Christ, our risen 

Lord? God loved us while we were yet sinners. He gave His life that we might have His 

life within us. In Christ we have all we need to bring glory to Him. May we lay aside our 

need to please man, and live only to magnify Him and point others to Him. 

By Harriett Peterson 



Â Quilting Group  
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The Quilting Group will meet on 

Monday, December 5th from 10:30 

a.m. to  3:30 p.m. with time out 

for lunch where we each bring an 

item to share with the group.  If 

you have any questions, contact 

Joelle McIlroy  at 330.935.2677  

or rmciroy@neo.rr.com. 

Â Nursery Helpers  
    Needed  

 

Each week the littlest ones of our 

congregation are lovingly cared 

for by Lauren Kafura, our Nursery 

Attendant. We are adding volun-

teer nursery helpers. If you are 

interested, please sign-up on the 

sheet on the sign-up board. 

Â Angel Choir in  
   Need of X -Stand 
 

The Angel Choir is in need of  one 

“X –stand” for the keyboard. If 

you happen to have one laying 

around your house that you no 

longer need, we’d love to have it! 

Talk to Pastor Schafer or Megan 

McClellan. 

Hartville Meadows 
& FISH Family 

Giving Tree  
 

As in years past, we are going 

to help make Christmas spe-

cial for the residents of Hartville Meadows. 

The Giving Tree will be set-up on November 

27th in the Narthex, and filled with ornaments 

to make someone’s Christmas brighter. 
 

The ornaments are in three parts. The large 

part with the picture is the label to put on the 

present when you bring it back to church. The 

small tag attached to the bigger label is the 

present requested and gives more information 

about the gift. The third part of the ornament 

has the same picture as the big part and is at-

tached by a ribbon and a pin to the other two 

parts. When you chose an ornament, please 

un-pin this third part, print your name on the 

line and drop it into the angel box next to the 

tree. We need this third part to keep track of 

who has what ornament. 
 

Once you have the gift, wrap it, attach the 

third part to it, and place it  under the Giving 

Tree. You can bring your gifts to the church 

anytime, but we would like to have them all 

back by Sunday, December 18th for distribu-

tion to the Hartville Meadows  and FISH fami-

lies.  
 

If you have any questions regarding the Giving 

Tree, or any of the gift requests, please contact 

Brian or Andrea Bishop at 330-896-1709 be-

fore December 18th.  

mailto:rmcilroy@neo.rr.com
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2 0 1 1  A d v e n t   D e v o t i o n a l s 
 

This Advent there are two options for Advent devotions. The 
first is a traditional booklet which you can take home. "Advent 
Devotions" is by the Lutheran Association of Missionary Pilots 
(LAMP). This booklet may be picked up on the tables in the 
Hospitality Center. LAMP is an organization that has been supported by the 
Social Ministry Committee in the past. A second option is a daily devotional 
from Dec. 1 – 24 which will be delivered to your email “inbox”. If you are in-
terested in this option, please add your name to the sign-up sheet on the 
board in the Welcome Center.  

  Social  Min istry  

 Commit tee News  

 
 

$250 Hartville FISH 

$ 90 Haven of Rest 

     November Allocations 
The Social Ministry Committee allo-
cated the following funds in Novem-

 

 

 

 

 

The Evening Book Club will meet on 

Wednesday, December 21st  at 7:00 p.m. at 

the home of Amy Mustafaga. This month 

the group will review the book, Two from 

Galilee by Marjorie Holmes. 

 

This is the story of two real 
people whose lives were 
touched by God: two people 
chosen by God to provide an 
earthly home for His Son. 
Here are Mary and Joseph-a 
teenage girl and a young car-
penter-alone, frightened, in 
love, faced with family con-
flict, a hostile world and an 
awesome responsibility. It is a 
story for young and old alike; 
for everyone who finds the 
Christmas tale a source of timeless beauty and won-
der, a compassionate, emotional novel of divine love. 
  

We welcome everyone who enjoys read-

ing and sharing thoughts on the book. For 

questions, please contact Joelle McIlroy at 

330.935.2677 or rmcilroy@neo.rr.com. 

    Aultman Blood Mobile 
The Aultman Blood Mobile will be at 

the St. Jacob’s parking lot on Decem-

ber 8th from 3:00 - 7:00 p.m.  Please 

consider giving the gift of blood this 

holiday season. 

         Pictorial Directory  
The Lifetouch church directories are 

scheduled to arrive in December. 

They will be distributed to those who 

took part in a photo session and to 

those who gave $5 to the church of-

fice.  Watch the weekly bulletins for 

additional details on distribution 

dates. 
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 SPARK Sunday School Program  

 ̧ SPARK Sunday School Christmas Party on Dec 18th 
Mark your calendars and be sure to join the fun on Sunday Dec 18th as the SPARK Sunday 
school kids enjoy a Christmas party.  SPARK Families: Watch your email for details…. 

Youth Bake Sale:  A HUGE Success! 
 

Thank you to everyone who supported our Youth by purchasing 
delicious treats at our Fall Bake Sale!  Your generosity and sweet tooth enabled us 
to earn $425 at the sale.  Our friends at Thrivent Financial will be adding $250.00 to our total for a 
grand total of $675.00 that will go directly to Youth Missions. The Youth are  giving 10% of their 
proceeds to the Compassion Child supported by the Sunday school program as a tithe on their 
“income”. 
 
Special thanks to Marty Carman for making the fall themed apron and donating it to the group for a 
fun raffle prize.  Cary Feller is the proud winner of the apron.  We also raffled an apple pie which Jan 
Dwenger won, and a pumpkin pie which Barb Springer won.   
 
Special thanks to Joelle McIlroy and Trina Miller for the time they devoted to baking pies, packag-
ing the items and helping the kids put on a successful sale.  We could not have done it without them! 
 
And as always, thank you to the families of the Youth for taking the time to provide baked goods to 
sell and for getting the kids to and from the church.  Your faithful participation is such a blessing! 
 
Thank you again for helping us to earn money to support Youth Missions.  The mission trips are a 
really important part of the lives of your teens.  Just ask any of the kids or chaperones who’ve at-
tended. It really is a life-changing week, and your support makes it all possible! 
 

 ̧Remember to Keep Saving your Aluminum Can tabs 
It will be great to turn in a bunch to the Ronald McDonald house to help them purchase items that make 
life easier for the families at their facility.  There will be a prize for the person who turns in the most!!! 
 

 ̧Remember to Save those Acme Receipts 
The Youth group is participating in the Acme Community Cash Back program and is collecting Acme sales 
receipts.  The bottom of your receipt will have the words “Community Cash Back” and show  the dollar 
amount that is eligible for the program.  The eligible dollar amount is based on your qualifying purchases, 
specifically items that are Acme brands  including Acme Fresh Market, Academix, Dining-In, Domesticx, 
Electrix, Food Club, Full Circle, Paws, TopCare Valu Time and World Classics.   

 

Acme will donate 5% of the total in eligible purchases to our Youth Group, and the money will help to fund 
the 2012 Summer Week of Hope mission trip.  We need to have at least $1500 in qualifying purchases to 
participate, so please save those receipts and place them in the basket in the hospitality area designated 
for Acme receipts.  Please direct any questions to Dawn Princehorn who has kindly volunteered to man-
age the program for the Youth Group. 



   DECEMBER birthdays  
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     DECEMBER anniversaries 

02 David & Kary Feller 

11 Bob & Anne Poleon 

15 Bob & Beth Rosia 

18 Jack & Carolyn Hunter Y 40 yrs 

 Paul & Connie Endrizz 

 Paul & Sandy Teter 

26 Tim & Dianne Rummins 

01 Jamie Davis 

02 Erin Theiss 

04 Noel Mintern 

05 Amanda Dobson, Betsy Dobson, 
Mary Mick, Greg Sarbach, 
David Swartz 

08 Andrew Burnham, Trina Miller 

11 David Feller, Nancy Nuske 

12 Emilie Ketcham 

13 Karen Gay 

17 Debbie Rutledge 

18 Chris Bloomer, Sara Polatas 

19 Doug Burnham, Doris Saloiye, 
Jim Rutledge 

20 Andrea Bishop, Joelle McIlroy 

21 James Jordan 

23 Kathy Jett 

25 Sue Moore 

26 Charles Swartz 

27 Cindy Snyder, Jon Theiss 

28 Kelsey Morgan 

29 Jack Pickard, Marissa Tournoux 

30 Luke Gay, Kathy Schumaker 

31 Marcus Christopher, Matt 
Christopher 

With Deepest Sympathy 
 

In sure and certain hope of the resurrec-
tion, we commend to God our sisters 
Donna Jane Halverson Woessner and Ro-
nelle Swartz Orth 
 

Donna died on November 12th .  The 
funeral was held on Nov. 16th  at St. 
Jacob’s.  Please keep Donna's husband, 

Doug, and children Matthew, Jeffrey and 

Karla in your prayers as they mourn their 

loss. 

 

Ronelle died on November 14th. The fu-

neral was held on November 18th at St. 

Jacobôs. Please keep Ronelleôs son, 

Christopher, mother, Mildred and sister, 

Deborah in your prayers as they also 

mourn their loss.  

 
Rest eternal, grant her, O Lord 

and let light perpetual shine upon her. 
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December 2011 

Committee and Council Meetings 
C o u n c i l  

U p d a t e s  
 

 

At the November 15th meeting of the 
Congregation Council the following 
ideas were reported, discussed or acted 
upon: 
 
¦ The Finance Committee reported a 

guarded optimism about the 2011 
fiscal year. An article has been 
placed in the announcements and on 
Page 14 of this publication. 

¦ The Youth Committee reported on 
the plans for Youth Quake/Zone. All 
who have attended this event in the 
past has been extremely positive 
about attending. Currently registra-
tions for the summer mission trip 
(York, PA) are being received. 

¦ The new members, due to be re-
ceived on Dec. 4th were received. 
(See Page 11) . 

¦ The Council voted to authorize Jane 
Feller and Ron Hurner to be back-up 
signatories to St. Jacob's checking 
account. Treasurer Marcia Brown 
currently signs check after approval 
from President David Miller. 

¦ The Annual Congregational Meeting 
has been set of January 29th. There 
will be one 9:30 a.m. service, no edu-
cation hour and "coffee hour" will be 
after worship. 

Sunday,  January 8 11:45 a.m. 

 Â Education     

Tuesday,  December 13 7:00 p.m.  

  Â   Finance  Â  Property 

  Â Good News - Not Meeting  Â Social Ministries 

Tuesday,  December 20 7:00 p.m.  

  Â Council   

Wednesday,  February 16  6:00 p.m.  

  Â Worship   

Off ic ia l  Not ice  
 

The Annual Meeting of the St. Jacob’s 
congregation will take place Sunday, 
January 29th.  On this day we will have 
one 9:30  a.m. worship service.   Cof-
fee hour will follow worship.  The 
meeting will start at approximately 
10:45 a.m.  The agenda will include: 

  Adoption of a 2012 Budget 

  Election of Council members 

  Reports of staff, committees and  
     other ministries of the congrega- 
     tion.   

The financial books of St. Jacob’s will close at 11:00 a.m. on Friday, 
December 30th.  At this time all funds received will be deposited and 
posted to the 2011 Giving Statements.  The financial books will re-
open with the deposit of the January 2, 2012 offering.  Question?  
Call Michelle at the Church office. 
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studies at the Evangelical Lutheran Seminary (ETSC) in Cairo, Egypt.  He 
organizes coursework, facilitates the invitations of visiting professors, 
mentors students, advises thesis writing and teaches a  course in the 
church history master’s program.  Pastor Nygard has a B.A. in chemistry, 
math and German from Minot State University (Minot, ND).  He received 
his M.Div. and M.Th. from Lutheran Seminary in St. Paul, MN, as well as 
his PhD in Systematic Theology.  He also has a M.R.S in Islam from the 
University of Regina in Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada.  His hobbies in-
clude hiking, bird-watching, astronomy and music.  Mark’s wife, Linda, 
has a BA in German and French from the University of North Dakota in 
Grand Forks, ND.  Her hobbies are reading, walking and piano.  The Ny-
gards were both “farm kids” in North Dakota.  They have served for 
many years on overseas assignments.  They have three adult children 
and five grandchildren.  Their mailing address is: Evangelical Theologi-
cal Seminary in Cairo, 8 El-Sakka El Beda St., Abbasia, Cairo, EGYPT  11381. 

 Theological education in Egypt is as ancient as its cultures. One of the 
most highly developed faith systems in 
history, the pantheistic religion of the 
Pharaohs relied on a sophisticated hier-
archy of rigorously trained scholars, 
scribes, and priests. These traditions of 
theological education continue today in 
institutions such as ETSC.  Although 
Christians have been in Egypt for nearly 
2000 years, modern Christianity is a 

minority religion in a largely Islamic society. The Evangelical Theologi-
cal Seminary of Cairo is one of the only theological training centers for 
evangelical, or Protestant, Christians in Egypt. 

 The seminary was founded by Presbyterian missionaries who began 
work in Egypt around 1855 and gradually met with a strong response as 
they sailed up the Nile in houseboats like the one shown above. Eventually they reached the ar-
eas of El Minya and Assiut, where they had the most success. These areas continue to be strong-

holds of Orthodox, 
Protestant, and 
Catholic Christian-
ity and are the 
point of origin for 
most of ETSC stu-
dents.  The boats 
used by the mis-
sionaries doubled 
as seminary space 
before other facili-
ties were avail-
able. The first 

class graduated in 1863 and since that time the 
seminary has been graduating leaders for Egypt 
and the Arab world. The main building of the cur-
rent seminary was constructed in 1926 when the 
seminary moved from Asyuit to Cairo. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Chapel 

On-campus Student Housing 

Ecumenical activity with a Coptic Orthodox and 
Catholic churches is an important aspect of the 
studies of ETSC students 

Pastor Nygard 
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December 2011 

Brian  and Jamie Davis and Cody, Taylor and Emmy are transferring from 
Holy Trinity, North Canton. Brian is employed as a custodian for Jackson Local 
Schools. He enjoys wood-working and golf. Jamie is employed as a cafeteria monitor 
at Heritage Christian School in Canton. She enjoys doing crafts and baking. Cody is a 
5th grader at Heritage Christian School. He is a member of their basketball team. In the 
summer Cody plays baseball and enjoys his moped. Taylor is a 3rd grader at Heritage 
Christian School. She takes baton lessons and enjoys drawing, music and softball.  
Emmy is a 1st grader at Heritage Christian School. Emmy also enjoys drawing and mu-
sic. The Davis family resides in Canton, living next-door to Jamie’s parents (see En-
drizz below) 
 

Fred and Linda Edwards are “rejoining” St. Jacob’s, transferring from Good Shep-

herd, Canton to be closer to their home. Linda is an avid sports fan (Browns, Indians, 

Cavs and McKinley Bulldogs). She is a graduate of Cleveland State and a retired bank-

ruptcy trustee. She also enjoys reading, writing short stories, crocheting and visiting 

historical sites. Fred is part-time maintenance supervisor at the Danbury of North 

Canton. He spent six years in the Air Force and 16 years in the Navy, working in many 

positions, from a radio operator to crypto-analysis. Fred enjoys travel and history. 

Fred and Linda have four adult children, 11 grand-children and 3 great-grandchildren. 

They reside in North Canton. 
 

Paul and Connie Endrizz are transferring to St. Jacob’s from Holy Trinity, North 

Canton. Both are natives of Canton. Connie is employed as a cafeteria monitor at Heri-

tage Christian School in Canton. She enjoys gardening and baking. Paul is employed 

by E.B. Display, Inc. as a cabinetmaker; however, his true vocation is that of “grand-

father.” Paul enjoys music, good electronics and having fun with his family. Connie and 

Paul have an adult son and an adult daughter (see Jamie Davis, above) and six grand-

children, all of whom are a very big part of their lives. They reside in Canton. 
 

Lauren Kafura is a student majoring in early childhood education at Kent State. 

She also is employed as St. Jacob’s nursery attendant and babysits. Lauren grew up in 

southeastern Wisconsin and is engaged to Cameron Bernhardt. She enjoys shopping, 

baking and her cats, and is looking forward to helping out with Vacation Bible School. 

Lauren resides in Uniontown. 

 
  
 

  M e e t  O u r  N e w  M e m b e rs 
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December  2011 

A d u l t  S u n d a y  S c h o o l  

Between the Testaments 8Nov. 27th - Dec. 11th 

 

The Christian looks upon the Old Testament as preparatory, looking toward the fulfillment of 
its hopes and promises in the Person, Jesus Christ. They are interested in the history of the cen-
turies preceding the coming of Christ, the advent, and the progress toward the period of his-
tory termed "the fullness of time" The time between the close of Old Testament history and the 
beginning of the New Testament period has often been called "the four hundred silent years." 
However, these centuries were anything but silent, and they seem to become more vocal with 
each passing decade. 
 
Most North Americans know the story of Rip Van Winkle, as told by Washington Irving. Rip, who lived in the 
Catskill Mountains in the colony of New York prior to the American Revolution went hunting in the moun-
tains to escape the nagging tongue of Dame Van Winkle. There he encountered the ghosts of the Dutch ex-
plorer Hendrick Hudson, and drank himself to sleep from the keg of liquor that Captain Hudson provided. 
When Rip awoke and returned to his village, he found almost everything changed. He did not recognize the 
people; they did not recognize him. The signboard of the village inn, which had borne a portrait of King 
George the Third, now carried a likeness labeled "George Washington," Rip was nearly lynched when, queried 
as to who he was replied, "A loyal subject of the King. God bless him." It turned out he had slept through the 
Revolution. It had taken twenty years to sleep off the spirits that Captain Hudson's ghost had provided. No 
wonder so many things had changed! 
 
A reader of the Bible who proceeds in order through the Old Testament to the New finds their self in much 
the same situation as Rip Van Winkle: much is changed. Many persons, places, parties, institutions and theo-
logical concepts encountered in the New Testament are completely new, unmentioned in the Old Testament. 
Some ideas, although present in the Old Testament, are found in much more developed form in the New Tes-
tament. The reason is obvious; it is the same reason Rip Van Winkle found so much that was different when 
he returned to consciousness—the passage of time. 
 
The Intertestamental Period is, of course, an artificial division of time and includes the three centuries be-
tween 200 B.C. and A. D. 100. These centuries were tumultuous. This class will look at the changes in the po-
litical, social, economic and religious developments during this time. By doing so we will come to new in-
sights to Jesus; understanding what he held in common with and where he differed from his fellow Jews. It 
helps in our understanding the meaning of Jesus’ message in his days, the rise of Christianity, and how our 
faith evolved out of these historical and theological developments. 
 
This class will be taught by Pastor Schafer beginning Nov. 27th and continues each Sunday through Dec. 
11th. The class meets in the Atrium from 9:15 - 10:15 a.m. Please note there is no Adult Sunday School on 
Dec. 18th. 

Are you making a New Year’s resolution to check off some important “To Do” things from your list of getting your 
life in order?  Might this include making decisions about advance directives so your loved ones know what to do for 
you at the end of your life if you are no longer capable of decision-making?  What is the dif-
ference between a living will and a health care power of attorney?  How will it help you?  
What about the do not resuscitate comfort care (DNRCC) and the do not resuscitate comfort 
care arrest (DNRCC-Arrest)?  What is the difference between these two?  And when should 
you designate one of them if it is your choice?  Marlene Blackford, RN, will provide answers 
to these questions at an Adult Forum entitled, Health Care Decision Making Made Easier 
with Advance Directives, during the Sunday School hour on January 22, 2012.  Please 
come promptly at 9:15 a.m. to Garnes Hall to participate in this important presentation. 
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 F I S H  News 
 by Jan Moore-Dwenger 

FISH'S Food For Thought 

The community who supports Lake Township FISH has to be one of the most joyous 
around because of its generosity! It seems we hear so much about greed in the world 
today at every level. In contrast, it is refreshing and 
uplifting to see the dedication of the donors to FISH who 
totally support it by giving time and resources to help 
those in need. In November, several churches, schools, and 
businesses had grocery drives. There were also community 
events that contributed groceries and money. Because of 
this wonderful outpouring of help, the brown bag drive 
scheduled for December at St. Jacob's Lutheran Church will 
be postponed until January.  
 
St. Jacob's Lutheran will again be helping out with 
providing gifts for families in the community for Christmas. 
We hope you will be a part of this project. 
The Social Ministry Committee of St. Jacob's gives money to 
FISH on a regular basis. If you want to make a special donation to FISH, use your church 

envelope and mark the 
"Special Offerings" line "FISH." 
Your gift is tax deductible. 
Thank you for your generous 
support this year. Your 
donations have made a 
difference to those in need.  
 

C
o

m
m

u
n
it
y
  
 C

o
r
n

e
r
 

 Attention College Students &  Young Adults 
 Â  Soup-Making Project for Homeless Shelter  

      on Dec. 18th  
 

Get ready to make some soup!!! On December 18th during the 
Sunday School hour, home-made (church-made?) soup will be 
made for a shelter for homeless families. Please let Megan 
Wilson know via Facebook that you will be participating. 
Tricia Merchant and Joelle McIlroy will be shopping for the 
ingredients. Please take this time out of your Christmas vaca-
tion to help those who are less fortunate. Friends are wel-
come! 

Grief can take care of itself, but to get the full value of joy, you must have somebody to  
divide it with.                                                                                                                   -----Mark Twain 

Four suggestions for ways we can bring joy to our giving:  
 

   1. Reflect on God's gifts to you.  

   2. Remind yourself of His promises regarding generosity.  

   3. Examine your heart.  

   4. Glorify God by being generous.  
                                                                           ------Charles R. Swindoll 

Christmas Rush 
 

May the quietness of Christmas 

The calm and holy hush 

Of that first Advent season, 

Still our Christmas rush. 

May our memories of the manger, 

Reassure us, ease our stress, 

Of troubled hearts in troubled times 

With His peace and quietness. 

                   -  -- Kay Halliwill  
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Congregational 

Ministries 

Outreach 

Ministries 
Building 

Beginning Balance:              $ 5,942.81 $ 1,860.15 $ 8,922.67 

                   Income $21,713.78 $ 2,123.65 $ 3,485.00 

                Expenses $15,996.62 $ 1,770.00 $ 2,052.00 

     Ending Balance: $11,659.97 $ 2,213.80 $10,355.67 

8 Building Mortgage Principal Balance as of  10-28-2011 is $80,029.26 

       
 
 

As part of the ongoing effort to keep the congregation up-to-date on St. Jacob’s fi-
nances, the committee would like to share the following information: 
 

 In 2011 our monthly income has averaged $16,368/per month and our ex-
penses are averaging $17,277/month.  While our 2011 expenses are down 
from what they were in 2010, we are still experiencing a $900/month short-
fall.  A strong December will let us finish the year in the black. 

 Our pledge to the Northeastern Ohio Synod was $17,000 for 2011.  This 
amount was based only on pledges made to the NEO Synod.  To date we have 
received only $10,000.  Please help us help the Synod. 

 Out of the potential 177 “giving units” that make up St. Jacob’s, 84 of them 
have made a pledge for 2012.  Looking at the 2012 pledged amount (to Con-
gregational Ministries) of $167,115, this is approximately $4,000 a year less 
than it was in 2011 and $6,000 less than it was in 2010.  Pledge cards are still 
available. 

 Our Property Committee has informed us that the “Garnes Hall area” of the 
building will need a new roof in 2012.  We are examining ways of identifying 
funding for this project.  At this point, it is a line item in the draft 2012 budget. 

The Finance Committee remains guardedly optimistic regarding St. Jacob’s finan-
cial situation.  The draft of the 2012 budget will remain in draft form until the 
2011 financial year is concluded.  We ask all members to respectfully review their 
financial contributions to St. Jacob’s.  If you are “behind” in your giving and can 
“catch up,” it is our hope that you will do so.  If you are current in your giving, we 
ask you to prayerfully consider an additional gift for 2012. 

       otes from your Finance Committee   N 
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The Kingdom's Kids is St. Jacob's youth group for elementary school youth (Grades 
2-5). A survey was recently sent to all parents. A combination of fellowship, service 
and learning is part of all of these events. The next event will involve a combination 
of cookie making/decoration and assembling care packages for our college students 
and deployed military members (hint to college students: Pastor Schafer needs your 
"snail mail" address). 

 K i n g domõs Kids 

Middle School & High School Youth to Attend Youth 

Quake/Zone  
 

So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built 

up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. 

                                                                                                                                ðColossinans 2:6-7 

 
This is the theme for the Youth Encounter's Quake and Zone events for 2012. 
St. Jacob's youth will be traveling to Pittsburgh, PA January 27-29th.  
This year's keynote speaker is Scott Phelps. He has dedicated his career to 
helping teenagers resist negative pressures and make good decisions for their 
lives. 
 
He is the founder and Executive Director of the Abstinence & Marriage Educa-
tion Partnership, which provides training and curriculum for parents, teach-
ers, pregnancy care centers, and youth pastors on ways to effectively commu-

nicate the message of abstinence and the value of marriage to teens. One of the highlights of 
this event is always the two bands. This year Echelon, a popular Christian rock band will be 
present. Echelon is a ministry organization that seeks to spread the Gospel of Christ through 
music and relational ministry. Lloyd Garrelts, Lowell Michelson, Todd Miller & John Simshauser 
have been involved in Christian music ministry for over ten years and have performed hun-
dreds of concerts throughout the United States. Captive Free (East Lakes) will also be playing at 
this event. This year the band will feature many new compositions as well as some old favor-
ites!  

Giving Tree Sponsored by Middle School & Senior High Youth 

This Christmas the youth invite you to participate in their $10 and un-
der giving tree. The gifts will be for the children of La Trinidad Lu-
theran Church of Canton, OH. This mission congregation is predomi-
nantly Spanish speaking and very low income. The gifts are very simple 
in nature – nail polish, games, stuffed animals and a few clothing items. 
Take a “tag,” do your shopping, wrap the gift and securely tape the tag 
with the item/gift side showing to your package. Place your gift back 
under the tree by December 14th. 



St. Jacobôs Lutheran Church 

1460 State Street NE 
North Canton,  OH  44721 

Phone:    330.877.2676 
Fax:         330.877.8676 
Email:      stjacobslutheran@neo.rr.com 
Pastor’s email:   pastorsjlc@neo.rr.com 

We’re on the Web ! 

www.stjacobselca.org 

Join Us In: 
   - Praising Jesus 
      - Building Community 
         - Serving Others 

The Evangel is the newsletter of St. Jacobôs Lutheran Church, North Canton, OH.  It is published monthly.  Articles should be submitted 
(preferably in electronic format) to the church administrator by the 3rd Friday of the month.  Articles may be edited for length and timeliness.  

Articles submitted by members do not necessarily reflect the opinion of St. Jacobôs or the ELCA. 

The Joyful Noise 
Choir will present 
a Charles Dickens 

Cantata on December 18th at the 
10:30 a.m. service.  The music will 
consist of many well-known and 
some lesser known 
carols in the Eng-
lish tradition. In 
addition to so “full 
choir” pieces, this 
Cantata will feature 
smaller groups, in-
cluding soloists.  

 

On Sunday, December 11th at 
 3:00 p.m. we 
will be decorat-
ing the church 
for Christmas. A 
lasagna supper 
will be served 
for all helpers 
around 5:00 
p.m. There is a 

sign-up on the bulletin board in the 
Welcome Center. 

Help Decorate the Church C h r i s t m a s 

C a n t a ta 

«AddressBlock» 


